JAMM 445: History of Mass Media
Study Guide for Mid-Term Exam
Spring 2011

The exam will consist of five short-answer questions (worth 10 points each) and two essay questions, worth 25 points each. You will write one essay question in advance and one the day of the exam. You will be given the take-home question to write in advance (e-mailed on Wednesday, March 2). You will be given the second essay in class on the day of the exam, Friday, March 4. 
No bluebooks are required. The exam will be given during our regular class time. You must bring the essay written at home to class on the day of the exam. No essays will be accepted after class time on the day of the exam. Make sure you name is on every sheet of the exam.

This study guide highlights key ideas from the lectures, guest lectures and assigned chapters in your textbook. Use it as a guide; it is not intended as a definitive list of possible questions. You are responsible for all lectures and assigned readings listed on the syllabus, regardless of whether they were discussed in class.  You are also responsible for the content of the in-class presentations by Mark Trahant, Dale Graden and Keith Petersen, as well as the public lecture by the Rev. Jesse Jackson.
Short Answers

You will choose five short-answer questions from a list of six concepts, inventions, events, or publications will be on the exam. In a paragraph of 4-5 sentences, you should identify the items, place them in time (decade or approximate year), and explain their significance. Provide enough supporting information to show you understand the historical context and engaged the assigned materials. Some of the items will appear in pairs (e.g., Sarnoff and Farnsworth; Pulitzer and Hearst), so you should also draw connections between them.  Be aware of different historical interpretations of the same event (conventional view vs. contrarian view).
Week 1:  The role of historians, including conflicting interpretations of the same events; political rhetoric and political violence: Is there a connection?  Do verbal attacks on public figures incite mentally unstable persons to commit criminal acts? Why or why not?
Week 2: Technological turning points: Indulgences, Martin Luther, movable type, social/historical context around the rise of printing; Orson Welles, Mercury Radio Theatre, War of the Worlds, Hadley Cantrill, Invasion from Mars; A Study in the Psychology of Panic. Why does Campbell believe the myth of a mass panic has been greatly exaggerated?
Week 3: Technology, cont. “Big Dream/Small Screen,” Philo Farnsworth vs. David Sarnoff, the lone inventor vs. the big corporation; the beginnings of the Internet: Sputnik, the Cold War, D-ARPA; would the modern Internet have been possible without the U.S. government’s sponsorship and subsidy?
Weeks 3-4-5: Voices outside the mainstream: Elias Boudinot and the Cherokee Phoenix; William Lloyd Garrison and The Liberator; other abolitionist editors; connection between abolition and other social movements of the 19th Century; the modern civil rights movement: Brown vs. Board of Education, murder of Emmett Till, New York Times vs. Sullivan, Birmingham protests and police response; relevance of Jesse Jackson’s message.
Week 5-6: Media vs. government: Adams vs. Jefferson, the partisan press, Alien & Sedition Acts, second American revolution; the Pentagon Papers, roots of U.S. involvement in Vietnam, Gulf of Tonkin incident; Daniel Ellsberg’s transformation from hawk to dove, U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling; connection between Pentagon Papers and Watergate; Woodward and Bernstein; Deep Throat’s motives and identity.
Week 7: The Watergate myth (and Campbell’s challenge to it); legacies of Watergate, including influence on journalism; appeals to mass audiences; characteristics of the popular media;  New Journalism/Yellow Journalism, Spanish-American War, Joseph Pulitzer, William Randolph Hearst, Frederic Remington, Richard Harding Davis; did Yellow Journalism cause the war?  why or why not? 
Week 8: Elite media: Christian Science Monitor, The New Yorker, PBS News Hour; social media: Mark Zuckerberg; Facebook’s popularity and effectiveness as a social-organizing tool.  Other topics TBD.
Essay Questions
One of these questions will be given to you in advance to write at home; one of the others will be on the exam in class on March 4.

1. In the 1790s, the Federalist Party tried to outlaw dissent through the Sedition Act.  Nearly 200 years later, the Nixon Administration went to court to stop newspapers from publishing articles about a historical study critical of the government’s policy in Vietnam.  What parallels can you draw between these two attempts to restrict how journalists can report on the government?  How did they help to define the limits of the First Amendment?  What are the implications of these cases for future reporting that is critical of U.S. presidents?


2. Historian Rodger Streitmatter, writing in a book called Mightier Than the Sword, declares that the Spanish-American War, “more than any major American conflict before or since [was] a war fueled by the news media.”  But other historians (including Joseph Campbell) aren’t convinced, suggesting more complex political and diplomatic reasons for the war.  Write an essay in which you assess the role of the New York World and New York Journal in the months leading up to the war, paying particular attention to the alleged exchange of telegrams between Hearst and Frederic Remington.  Finally, answer the question: Did Yellow Journalism lead the United States into war?  Why or why not?


3. Both mass audiences and elite audiences have been cultivated by various media over time. Choose one example from those discussed in class catering to each of the two audiences; i.e., one elite media outlet and one appealing to mass audiences.  Then, explain each founders’ vision, purpose, challenges, and accomplishments.  Why do you think each has survived?


4. Historian Michael Schudson calls Watergate “the unavoidable central myth of American journalism” while Joseph Campbell says the role of journalists, particularly Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward, has been overblown.  Contrast the conventional interpretation of Woodward and Bernstein as Davids challenging Goliath (Richard Nixon) with Campbell’s revisionist view that other news outlets and institutions were more responsible for the events that led Nixon’s resignation.  Which position do you take and why?

 TAKE-HOME ESSAY TIPS

1. You are expected to work independently on your essay. Do not share notes or sources with anyone else in the class. The essay should reflect your own analysis and not be the product of collaborative discussion.

2. Your essay should be at least 300 words (one-page, double-spaced) and no more than 600 words (two-pages, double-spaced). This needs to be typed.

3. Because you may draw upon a variety of sources, include more detail than you would normally provide in an essay written in class. Use details, quotes and examples. (You may use an informal citation style by attributing material to an author, but you don’t need to cite page numbers.)

4. If the question has more than one part, be sure that you answer all the parts.

5. If you have additional information about a topic that goes beyond the wording of the question, include it in your answer if you can work it into your essay. 
