Lesson Plan 
Name:  __101___
Course:  Biology
Grade:  _10_____
Unit:  __Evolution_____________

Big Idea: The Theory of Evolution explains how all life has come from a common ancestor and has changed and adapted through time due to Natural Selection.   

Subconcept:  What is the Evidence for Evolution?

Literacy Strategy(s):  _____Anticipation Guide_____________________

Lesson:  _What is the Evidence for Evolution?__
Date Taught:  ____1/26/09__

Learning Objective(s):

· Students will be able to list three lines of evidence scientists use to support the theory of evolution. 
· Students will be able to identify examples of evidence for evolution.
Idaho Standards (or National Standards if no Idaho Standards exist):  
Detailed Description of Lesson:
1. Journal Question on the board: What evidence did Darwin use to support his theory of Evolution through Natural Selection? (Based on previous lesson about Charles Darwin and how he came up with the Theory of Evolution). 

2. After students have answered question in their notebooks, discuss possible answers: Finches on from the Galapagos Island, Fossils, Artificial Selection/Breeding, 
3. Introduce the anticipation guide by explaining stating that we now have more evidence to support the theory of evolution. 

4. Hand out Anticipation guide and reading assignment.

5. Read over the directions with the students.

6. Monitor students as they first mark true or false on their anticipation guides. When they have completed the anticipation guide they may begin reading the passage. 

7. As they read, students should record where they find evidence for or against the statements listed. 

8. When all students are finished reading, read over the statements together and discuss whether each was found to be true or false and where in the reading the evidence was located. 

9. As a conclusion, list on the board the main sources of evidence for evolution as described in the reading. 

Assessment: 
Students hand in completed anticipation guide which is graded for completion, not correct answers: 1 point for true or false at each statement and 1 point for citing evidence. 

LIMSST Project Literacy Lesson Reflection Form
Name:  ___101__


Date lesson was taught:  __________
Lesson Title/Topic Areas: 

Literacy Strategies Used: 

(Please discuss what literacy strategies you embedded in this lesson. What were your goals in using these strategies?)

Student Response to the Lesson:

(Was the strategy effective? Were students able to read/write as needed in this lesson? What attitudes were displayed? How did specific

 students and/or the class do? How did the literacy strategy aid in developing student understanding of the topic?  Cite specific evidence from the samples of student work)

Lesson Reflection:

(What worked well with this lesson?  What challenges did you encounter in this lesson?  Would you change certain aspects of the lesson or the questions that you asked? How does this influence future lesson planning?)


Relationship to Previous Instruction:

(Have you taught this lesson/topic prior to the LIMSST project?  If so, how did your teaching of this lesson differ from what you taught before?  How did students’ reactions to this lesson differ?)


Evidence for Evolution Anticipation Guide





I used the anticipation guide strategy to guide reading about the evidence scientists use to support the theory of Evolution. I chose this strategy because I knew there were a lot of misconceptions about evolution in general and that the anticipation guide would help to identify and address these. I also wanted to introduce the evidences with a documented reading as opposed to me lecturing because it is such a controversial subject. This helped to direct disagreements away from me personally and show that I was not the only one with these ideas. The anticipation guide was an ideal assignment to accomplish these goals because it involves reading from a source for the purpose of learning new material but it also helps to clear up misconceptions and preconceived ideas. 





My students have used anticipation guides before so they were familiar with the format and the procedure.  They were able to successfully complete the guide and read the passage, although many of them held on to their misconceptions throughout the lesson. I don’t think this was a fault of the strategy, but a product of the subject, which is a very difficult and sensitive topic in my school. For the students who were willing to learn, I think the anticipation guide worked well to introduce the subject of evidence and lay a foundation for what we would later discuss in lecture. 





I would use this lesson again to teach this topic without making any changes. There were those few students who were resistant to the material we were learning, but I don’t think that any other strategy would necessarily be any more affective. It was a simple, effective and thorough lesson to introduce the evidence for evolution using sources other than myself or our textbook, which can be used later to reinforce the ideas. 





I have not used this strategy to teach this topic before. Previously, I gave a lecture on the evidence for evolution and the students took notes to introduce the topic. We then watched a PBS video addressing the same information. We still did both of these things after completing the anticipation guide to introduce the subject. I think the students reactions were less volatile than they would have been had I just attempted to introduce the topic myself without reinforcement by published sources. It is a sensitive subject to teach and this strategy helped to at least alleviate me from the spotlight for a day. 








