112-Lesson Plan

Grade Level/Subject: 6th Science

	Learning Outcomes

Students will identify evidences of physical weathering.  


	Key Concepts & Content:  Earth’s Surface is constantly changing. 

Standards:  618.02b, 618.03b, 619.02g


	Connections to Students’ Knowledge, Skills, Experience

Find evidence of physical weathering around their home, school.  Observe changes they have noticed. 

Extra credit will be given to students who look for evidence of physical weathering around their home and bring in pictures or drawings to share. 



	
	Opening: Students will observe pictures that show evidence of physical weathering.  As they observe each picture they will write down their thoughts as to what caused the change in the surface. (Silent Communication)  Once they have done this independently they will then partner up, discuss and then decided on best guess of what caused the changes observed. 

Instruction:  Class will gather as a whole and discuss findings/thoughts about the changes.  Then will introduce “physical weathering.”  We will use the frayer model to define.   Students will “revise” their thoughts of what caused change & discussion will follow. 

Extension:  Student groups of 3-4 will take digital cameras and search school ground areas for evidence of physical weathering.  The students will include definition and  justification to back up their choices of  physical weathering. 


	

	Product/Assessment

Rubric will be used to assess poster of physical weathering. 

The rubric will be given before beginning the poster. 


	
	

	Materials:  

· Pictures of physical weathering                              Frayer Model 

· Construction paper

· Digital cameras


102-Lesson Reflection

LIMSST  Project Literacy  Lesson Reflection Form

Date of Lesson: September 2007

Lesson Title:  Erosion/physical weathering

Literacy Strategies Used:

	  I used the frayer model and silent communication for my lesson.  I chose the frayer model because I like the way it guides them to the understanding of the vocab.  I did choose to have them include a picture on the example part.  I think the illustration helps some students really understand the word.  

     I like the silent communication because it gives students a chance to think about how they are going to respond independently before discussing it with others.  This gives all of them the chance to put forth an idea.  To follow up the silent communication I chose to put them with a partner to discuss/justify their choices.  This gave all students one more opportunity to feel better about their choices or revise them before they share with the class. 


Student Response to the Lesson: 

	     The students really enjoyed this lesson.  At first some struggled with putting down their ideas for what had caused the changes in the land.  However, as they went from picture to picture they seemed to become a bit more confident, as they realized that they weren’t being graded on a “right” answer, but rather that they put some thought into it & could give reasons to back their statement.   The justification part was probably the hardest.  Many students wanted to just write down that it was physical weathering without giving reasons that supported their conclusion.  We had to do a lot of chatting about how to justify a statement given.




Lesson Reflection:

	     This is one lesson that I filed away and will do again next year.  It was a good opening for the erosion unit.  They were excited about looking for evidence of physical weathering and then to be able to connect it to something at home that they could look for with their parents or a sibling was great. 

Next time I would probably choose to begin with a mini lesson on justification/evidence of  what is stated before starting. 




Relationship to Previous Lesson:

	I have taught the erosion unit before.  I liked this lesson much better- I did not start with what physical weathering was, but rather had them search it out and come up with an idea of what was happening before I introduced it.   This activity “cemented” the definition of physical weathering.  


