112-Lesson Plan

Overview of lesson  “Cornell Note Taking”


The purpose of this lesson is to introduce the students to note taking in a very different way.  In the past, the students were simply required to copy notes from a source the teacher provided, such as an overhead projector.  Note taking like this requires a very simple decoding of print, with no real comprehension.  


With the Cornell Note Taking method, the students are given various topics within the chapter.  Using these topics, the students are required to write their own notes about them.  The students have free reign to write as much or as little about the topics as they feel is necessary.   However, they know it is in their best interest to write good notes, as it will only help them on the assessment.


The students are also guided in their note taking by me, as I tell them how many key concepts they should be looking for within each topic.  This helps focus their thinking, and they don’t tend to write “everything” if I tell them there are only 3 or 4 key concepts to look for.
112-Lesson Plan

Pre Planning-Cornell Note Taking
Big Idea: Students should not be “given” notes.  When students are required to simply copy notes off an overhead projector, they are simply decoding print.  True understanding of the content is not required for this task.  When students are required to create their own notes, the student goes from being a passive learner to an active learner, with an emphasis on comprehension.
Content Goals: 
Standard 1:  The Nature of Science

Goal 1.6:  Understand scientific inquiry and develop critical thinking skills


Note:  The Cornell Note Taking method could easily fit under all goals for 8th grade physical science.  Goal 1.6 seemed to be the most generic scientific goal, encompassing many facets of the exploration of physical science.
Language Goals

· Students will read in order to comprehend the text
· Students will write in order to keep their notes organized, as well as to write down any pertinent information with regards to the lesson.
· Students will speak in order to demonstrate understanding to the teacher and other students.  They will share the information they have gathered and written down in their notes.
· Students will listen in order to hear information from their classmates and learn more about each lesson
LIMSST Project Literacy Lesson Reflection Form
Date of Lesson: ____Year long 07-08 school year_______


Lesson Title/Topic Areas: 


Literacy Strategies Used: 

(Please discuss what literacy strategies you embedded in this lesson. What were your goals in using these strategies?)

Student Response to the Lesson:

(Was the strategy effective? Were students able to read/write as needed in this lesson? What attitudes were displayed? How did specific

 students and/or the class do? How did the literacy strategy aid in developing student understanding of the topic?  Cite specific evidence from the samples of student work)

Lesson Reflection:

(What worked well with this lesson?  What challenges did you encounter in this lesson?  Would you change certain aspects of the lesson or the questions that you asked? How does this influence future lesson planning?)


Relationship to Previous Instruction:

(Have you taught this lesson/topic prior to the LIMSST project?  If so, how did your teaching of this lesson differ from what you taught before?  How did students’ reactions to this lesson differ?)


Cornell Note Taking





The students were to read certain portions of the book, looking for pertinent information related to the topics I would put on an overhead.  The students were given the freedom to write what they chose to in their notes, but I would at times guide them if I felt they might not know for sure WHAT to write down.  I might tell them to look for information on wavelengths, for example, so they were better able to sift through some of the information in the text.





My goal for this lesson was for the students to perform better on their tests and to more fully understand the material.   I had also hoped that taking notes in this matter might help them become better note takers for any future classes that might require notes.





Of all new strategies I have ever implemented in class, I feel this note taking method is by far the most effective I have ever done.  At the beginning of the year I had the students take conventional notes, where I would put them on an overhead and the students would copy them.  Once I went to the Cornell method, the overall grades and test scores have risen dramatically.  Many of the students have said they remember the material much better because of the notes, and the fact that they are writing down what they want which helps with recall.





I feel giving the students the freedom to take the notes as they see fit is actually a benefit.  The students are able to write things down that make sense to them, which helps with their understanding of the material. 





It can at times be challenging to get the students to write down enough material, as some just want to get it done.  It can also be a challenge to get the students to stop writing “too much”  notes, especially at the beginning, where some students would write  practically everything they could fine.





One thing I might change about the way we do the note taking is for absences.  Right now if a student is absent, I tell them they have to get the notes from someone else.  This usually entails them copying someone else’s notes verbatim, and the learning is not taking place as much at this point.  I may have to have the students take notes for the days they missed on their own instead of getting them from another student.





I had taught with notes before, but not in this way.  My prior teaching of notes was putting notes in an outline form on the overhead with missing key words.  The students would copy the notes and then look through the book to find the missing terms.  The Cornell note taking method requires the students to read through the material, putting down any information they find pertinent to the lesson, which I believe greatly facilitates learning and memory.








