115-Lesson Plan

Find the Range, Mean, Median, and Mode of a Data Set

Grade 6

Mid September, 2007

Introduction:  do a Knowledge Rating Chart 



Next do a class activity using sticky notes.  First have them put the number of letters in their first name.  Have them come up to the board and put them in from least to greatest similar to a bar graph.  Use these numbers to talk about mean describing how you have to add them all together and then divide by the number of students in the class.  That will be the number of sticky notes on the board.


Next we do the number of letters in their last names and put them on the board in the same manner.  We put them in order from least to greatest as we are putting them up, so we can take one off of the smallest number side, then take one off of the greatest number side until we reach the middle to show the median.  

Then, using each example, explain the mode and the range and show how each are found.


The Frayer Model is passed out at this point and we go through the process together of the four parts for the mean.  Put them in groups of 2 or 3 and let them work together using the Freyer Model to fill out the meanings of median, mode, and range.


Discuss these as a class and let them make changes if necessary for them to be more meaningful to them.  At this point use reciprocal teaching by having groups have one person stay and rotate the others, so each person is in a new group.  Then have each person explain to each other what each term means.


Introduce pages 276-277 and do 1-3 together selecting students to come to the board and working out the problems of mean, median, mode and range step by step.  Do 4-6 independently.
