Lesson Plan Template
Name:  207________
Course:  math_______________
Grade:  6________
Unit:  Place Value______

Big Idea:  Develop fluency with place value to billions period and ten thousandths.
Subconcept: Compare and order whole numbers and decimals.   
Literacy Strategy(s): journal writing, quick write, group discussions, pair share.
Lesson:  __3___________________________

Date Taught:  8/24/09_________

Learning Objective(s):

· Students will be able to compare and order whole and decimal numbers.

Idaho Standards (or National Standards if no Idaho Standards exist):  Standard 1.1.1 Compare magnitudes and relative magnitudes of positive rational numbers, including whole numbers through billions, fractions, and decimals.
Detailed Description of Lesson:

Describe the sequence of activities in the lesson.  Include the instructions that students are given for activities.  Remember that these lessons will be shared with other teachers.  Please provide enough detail so that other teachers could replicate the lesson.

- Journal activity- The students responded to the following story problem and explained their reasoning in their solution: The sum of Mary’s age and her mother’s age is 36.  Mary’s mother is five times older than Mary.  How old is each person? ; next they responded to the following review questions: Write <, >, or = for each ○ . 258 ○ 285, 3,152 ○ 888, 42.71 ○ 42.710,  7.256 ○ 8.1 ; finally they wrote a reflection about When would you use estimation in life, besides in math class.
· Quick write: what do you notice about the following numbers: 34/72; 160/169; 3,851/3,871; 23.9/58.9; 487.89/487.9.  Group discussion after each set of numbers is written about.

· Next give the students sets of three or four numbers for students to order.  Discuss their orders first with partners, then whole group.

· Do a few problems on their own.

· In journal write how you know when one number is larger than another.
Handouts:

Include any handouts that students were given. 

Student Work:

Include samples of student work from the lesson (include and identify examples of high, medium, and low quality).  See additional pages, folder Lesson one.
Reflection:Complete the Lesson Reflection Form on the following page.

LIMSST Project Literacy Lesson Reflection Form
Name:  207________


Date lesson was taught:  8/24/09______
Lesson Title/Topic Areas: 

Literacy Strategies Used: 

(Please discuss what literacy strategies you embedded in this lesson. What were your goals in using these strategies?)


Student Response to the Lesson:

(Was the strategy effective? Were students able to read/write as needed in this lesson? What attitudes were displayed? How did specific

 students and/or the class do? How did the literacy strategy aid in developing student understanding of the topic?  Cite specific evidence from the samples of student work)


Lesson Reflection:

(What worked well with this lesson?  What challenges did you encounter in this lesson?  Would you change certain aspects of the lesson or the questions that you asked? How does this influence future lesson planning?)


Relationship to Previous Instruction:

(Have you taught this lesson/topic prior to the LIMSST project?  If so, how did your teaching of this lesson differ from what you taught before?  How did students’ reactions to this lesson differ?)


Compare and order whole numbers and decimals.





I began with having the students do a quick write about magnitude, so I could determine what they already understood about ordering numbers.  I had them do small group discussion to lessen their fear about possibly not understanding the concept.  Next I had the class discuss their findings so everyone can learn from each other.  Finally I had them do a reflection journal entry so I could learn what they had learned through this process.





I believe the strategies were effective, as I heard students making comments like “I get it now”.  I also had many students who were comfortable with the reflection journal entry.  The students were willing to participate within their groups, however, some of them would rather allow other students do most of the sharing when we are doing large group sharing.  More students were able to relate place value to the magnitude of numbers.





Having the students use the place value foldables and relate the ones column with the fulcrum of a balance assisted the students in visualizing the math concept we were studying.  I would use cake instead of brownies in demonstrating tenths and hundredths as the brownies stuck to the knife making it less accurate than I was hoping for.  The students did not seem to mind, however, and they seemed to truly understand those place values better than in the past.  I believe that I need to develop my questions better making them more open ended.  I am working to reassure students that all their ideas will be accepted.  I also have one student who is becoming better about not passing  judgments when people are sharing.  I need to determine how I want the students to demonstrate their independent understanding to a point of mastery beyond the journal writing.  I really need to have some worksheets or something like that to have the students independently work on the same skills for more practice.





 I have taught this lesson before using the textbook as the guide.  The lesson required the students to read a short introduction about magnitude and place value, then they would do the math assignment.  I found that by having the students determine magnitude and why on their own made them more involved in their learning and understanding.  I found that the students were much more excited about working on this lesson than in the previous years.








