Lesson Plan Landforms

	Name:
	302

	
	Course:
	Earth Science
	
	Grade:
	8

	Unit:
	The Changing Surface of the Earth

	Big Idea:
	Students will be able to discover how features on Earth’s surface form.  Students will be able to understand the processes and agents that create landforms as they learn about weathering and erosion.

	Subconcept:
	Students will be able to identify the different landforms that shape our earth.  Students will be able to use graphic representations of landforms to compare and contrast plains, plateaus, and mountains (folded, upwarped, fault-blocked, and volcanic)



	Literacy Strategy(s):
	Frayer Diagram, Cornell Notes, Small and Large Group Discussions, Journal Writing, Labs

	Lesson:
	Landforms
	
	Date Taught:
	11/5/09

	Learning Objective(s):  

	
	 Students will be able to
	Students will be able to differentiate between plains and plateaus

	
	Students will be able to
	Students will be able to compare and contrast folded, upwarped, fault-blocked, and volcanic mountains.

	Idaho Standards (or National Standards if no Idaho Standards exist):

	Standard 4:

4.2 Understand Geo-chemical cycles and energy in the Earth System

4.2 1 Explain the internal and external energy sources of the earth.


Detailed Description of Lesson:

Describe the sequence of activities in the lesson.  Include the instructions that students are given for activities.  Remember that these lessons will be shared with other teachers.  Please provide enough detail so that other teachers could replicate the lesson.

Lesson Sequence:
1. Journal Entry: Landforms Picture on Overhead (Uncovering Student’s Ideas about Science)

2. Do Mini Lab Page 122 Demonstration (What would a profile of the major landforms of this country look like?)

3. Show 5-1 Notes on Overhead

4. Introduce Frayer Diagram Graphic Representation

5. Silent read Section 5-1 and draft your own graphic of the material individually.
6. Share your ideas with your group and come up with one that you will use as one group to share to the class.
7. Write your final draft from your group of the graphic representations in your 5-1 notes.
8. Share your final graphics with the class.
9. Write your comments on other graphics that you liked and would use in your notes
10. Draw a Frayer Diagram to compare and contrast the three mountain types.  Due tomorrow.  
Assessment: 

Show your new Frayer Diagram to compare and contrast the three mountain types.

Handouts:

Include any handouts that students were given.  

Student Work:

Include samples of student work from the lesson (include and identify examples of high, medium, and low quality).  Remove student names before submitting.

Reflection:

Complete the Lesson Reflection Form on the following page.  Spend time to include details of how the strategy worked and what you may have done differently.  This is the portion with will most help your colleagues in implementing their own version of you lesson.

LIMSST Project Literacy Lesson Reflection Form
	Name:
	302
	
	Date lesson was taught:
	11/5/09

	Lesson Title/Topic Areas:  Landforms

	


Literacy Strategies Used: 

(Please discuss what literacy strategies you embedded in this lesson. What were your goals in using these strategies? Be specific and use as much detail as possible.)

The literacy strategies that I used were the 9 graphic representations; The Network Tree, Spider Map, Compare and Contrast Matrix, The Cycle Circle, Series of Events Diagram, The Continum Scale, Fishbone Diagram, Venn Diagram,  and the Frayer Model.

Student Response to the Lesson:

(Was the strategy effective? Were students able to read/write as needed in this lesson? What attitudes were displayed? How did specific

 students and/or the class do? How did the literacy strategy aid in developing student understanding of the topic?  Cite specific evidence from the samples of student work)

I think the strategy was effective.  The students used the Frayer Model the most because they were used to that one.  The other popular model was the Network Tree and the Spider Map.   Students were able to read and write as needed during this lesson by reading the information and then responding.  Attitudes were great and engaging.  My lowest class did the best throughout the day.  I attribute that to being my last class and I perfected the lesson a little better by then.  I think students understood the difference between the mountain types because it was something visual they could relate their thoughts to.  In one student’s Frayer Model when they compared upwarped, fault-blocked, and folded they had a detailed visual for their graphic that I think will stick with them.

Lesson Reflection:

(What worked well with this lesson?  What challenges did you encounter in this lesson?  Would you change certain aspects of the lesson or the questions that you asked? How does this influence future lesson planning?)

I thought the flow of the lesson worked well.  The challenges I encountered were not all of the graphic representations would have worked for this lesson and I think I gave them too many choices.  The students took too long deciding on which one.  As the day went on I just gave them a choice between the network tree, Frayer model, and the Spider Map.  I would use a bigger piece of paper or let them work on the board as a group.  This shows me what worked and what didn’t with certain aspects of science.

Relationship to Previous Instruction:

(Have you taught this lesson/topic prior to the LIMSST project?  If so, how did your teaching of this lesson differ from what you taught before?  How did students’ reactions to this lesson differ?)

NO

