Lesson Plan 
	Name:
	
305
	
	Course:
	Earth Science
	
	Grade:
	8th

	Unit:
	The Earth’s Materials

	Big Idea:
	The nature of science is to question.

	Subconcept:
	Scientific questions are answered using the scientific method and must be quantifiable.

	Literacy Strategy(s):
	Claims and Evidence

	Lesson:
	Snow Leopard
	
	Date Taught:
	9/30/09

	Learning Objective(s):

	
	 Students will be able to
	 understand scientific methods and inquiry

	
	Students will be able to
	Read scientific articles for comprehension.

	Idaho Standards (or National Standards if no Idaho Standards exist):

	8-9.ES.1.2.1 Use observations and data as evidence on which to base scientific explanations. (648.02a)

8-9.ES.1.3.1 Measure changes that can occur in and among systems. (648.03b)

8-9.ES.1.3.2 Analyze changes that can occur in and among systems. (648.03b)


Detailed Description of Lesson:

Students are given a list of statements to decide whether or not they are true or false.  Once the students have answered they are then given the reading assignment.  They are told to read the article and find evidence to support or refute their statements.  This is followed up with a classroom discussion.
Handouts:
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Student Work:
Included
Student Questions

Answer the question true or false and then find evidence to support your claim.

Snow leopards live in jungles.

Snow leopards are endangered because of predators.

Snow leopards are wanted for their fur.

Most snow leopards live in Zoos.

Scientist know how many snow leopards are left.

Scientist use technology to study snow leopards.

LIMSST Project Literacy Lesson Reflection Form
	Name:
	305
	
	Date lesson was taught:
	9/30/09

	Lesson Title/Topic Areas:

	Claims and Evidence assignments of Snow Leopard reading assignment.


Literacy Strategies Used: 

I used the claim/evidence strategy to help students focus on what they are reading and learn to read more critically.  Too many times students skim through the reading and do not obtain the material needed from the text. 

Student Response to the Lesson:

I think in some aspects it was successful.  I saw a higher percentage of students with the right answer and also they were more focused while they were reading.  The attitudes were improved and I think it made the reading more fun.
Lesson Reflection:
This strategy works well.  It allows you to focus their attention on the main point making sure they understand them.  I think it gave the lower readers something to focus on rather than trying to read the entire text.  The problem with this lesson is that it takes time.  You have to do a good job rereading and then type out your statements.  I do think this works so I will use it again.
Relationship to Previous Instruction:

I have not used this strategy before. 

