Lesson Plan 2 BIOMES 

Name: 306
Course: Biology (Focus)

Grade Level: 10

Unit: BIOMES

Literacy Strategies Used:

1) Reciprocal Teaching. Students will prepare a “Power-Point” or “Story Book” presentation on selected topics highlighting BIOMES.

Lesson 1: What is a Biome and where on Earth are they found?

There are Biomes that can be identified according to their meterological and ecological characteristics.

Date Taught: October 2009

Learning Objective(s):

Students will be able to describe a pre-selected Biome.
Students will be able to take notes from provided materials and Internet sites and incorporate them into POWER POINT software.
Students will be able to present a POWER POINT presentation.

Idaho Science Standards:

1) Understand the individual behavior of organisms and their interactions in populations and communities as influenced by physiological and environmental factors.
2) Understand that interpersonal relation-ships are important in scientific endeavors.
3) Understand Technical Communication.

Literacy Strategies Used:

Reciprochal Teaching via a POWER POINT presentation. Using this procedure affords me the opportunity to facilitate a wide range of student abilities while engaged in a high interest activity. My goal was to engage a group of students that normally display poor attendance practices as well a symptoms aligned with students normally unsuccessful in the normal school setting. 

Handouts:

Slide Checklist

Student Work:

Scanned and sent electronically

Student Response to the Lesson:

I believe the strategy was effective. This is my non-target class of students that are generally apathetic towards attendance and finishing assignments. All students completed the assignment.  Most of these students have not had much success in school. A general lack of reading and writing skills presents a huge problem when trying to do anything beyond the basic “Worksheet”. The power point assignment was designed to keep reading and writing in manageable amounts.

Many students were resistant to presenting this project orally but I gave additional points if they did. All presented.

Lesson Reflection:

I kept this assignment very structured. Students prepared “Power Point” Presentations based on “travelogue” type material of various wildlife preserves from around the world. In addition to the specific pamphlet I gave students a checklist of topics to be covered in their presentations. For example, they were to find and present the following: An image (map) of the location of their site, a description of climate, a description of major flora and fauna to list a few.

The additional structure worked well. The challenges included but were not limited to a general lack of confidence, poor reading and writing skills, apathy, poor attendance, and inability to stay on task.

The good news is that they took to the next project “Mammals” with much less resistance. I kept the format they same except that I did not give them a pamphlet. They chose from the existing pool of mammals.

I like this format because it is easier to determine if students are on task. They also take ownership in the topics because they selected them.

Relationship to Previous Instruction:

We covered the concept of Biome in general terms at the beginning of the school. 

LIMSST Project Literacy Lesson Reflection Form
	Name:
	306
	
	Date lesson was taught:
	11/10/09

	Lesson Title/Topic Areas: BIOLOGY/BIOMES, Grade 10, Non-target Class

	BIOMES (I have not reached the Protist unit with my target class at the time of this writing)


Literacy Strategies Used:

1) Reciprocal Teaching. Students will prepare a “Power-Point” or “Story Book” presentation on selected topics highlighting BIOMES.

2) Students will refer to their Science Journals as well as outside sources for information.
Student Response to the Lesson:

(Was the strategy effective? Were students able to read/write as needed in this lesson? What attitudes were displayed? How did specific

 students and/or the class do? How did the literacy strategy aid in developing student understanding of the topic?  Cite specific evidence from the samples of student work)

I believe the strategy was effective. This is my non-target class of students that are generally apathetic not caring if they finish assignments or not. All students completed the assignment.

Most of these students have not had much success in school. A general lack of reading and writing skills presents a huge problem when trying to do anything beyond the basic “Worksheet”. The power point assignment was designed to keep reading and writing in small amounts.

Many students were resistant to presenting this project orally but I gave additional points if they did. All presented.
Lesson Reflection:

I kept this assignment very structured. Students prepared “Power Point” Presentations based on “travelogue” type material of various wildlife preserves from around the world. In addition to the specific pamphlet I gave students a checklist of topics to be covered in their presentations. For example, they were to find and present the following: An image (map) of the location of their site, a description of climate, a description of major flora and fauna to list a few.

The additional structure worked well. The challenges included but were not limited to a general lack of confidence, poor reading and writing skills, apathy, poor attendance, and inability to stay on task.

The good news is that they took to the next project “Mammals” with much less resistance. I kept the format they same except that I did not give them a pamphlet. They chose from the existing pool of mammals.

I like this format because it is easier to determine if students are on task. They also take ownership in the topics because they selected them. 
Relationship to Previous Instruction:

I have used a similar strategy prior to the LIMMST project but I am now more aware of the importance of students writing their ideas and findings in a notebook. I bought each student a notebook. They are using their notebooks and information sheets because now I am incluing that as part of their grade.

