Lesson Plan Template
	Name:
	313

	
	Course:
	Life Science 
	
	Grade:
	7

	Unit:
	Cells

	Big Idea:
	All living things are made of cells.

	Subconcept:
	Understand systems, order and organization of an organism.

	Literacy Strategy(s):
	Concept Maps

	Lesson:
	Class Discussion on cells, tissues, organs, organ system, organism
	
	Date Taught:
	Dec. 1-2, 2009

	Learning Objective(s):

	
	 Students will be able to
	Identify the different structural levels of an organism.

	
	Students will be able to
	Demonstrate their understanding of cells by organizing.

	Idaho Standards (or National Standards if no Idaho Standards exist):

	Goal 1.1 Understand systems, order and organization   Objective 7S.1.1.3 Identify the different structural levels of an organism (cells, tissues, organs, and organ systems). 


Detailed Description of Lesson:

Students had done reading previously in their textbooks about the organization levels in an organism and had done much work on cell parts and functions, the concept map was done an informal assessment of their knowledge.  It was then used as a base on which to do some re-teaching of the concept.  Students were told to cut words from word list and arrange them in any fashion that made sense to them.  Then they were to glue them down and connect them with some type of wording that would allow any person looking at their map to make sense of it. 

Materials needed

· Paper

· Pencils

· Glue or tape

· List of words for concept map

Student Work:

Scanned on to the next pages

LIMSST Project Literacy Lesson Reflection Form
	Name:
	313
	
	Date lesson was taught:
	Dec. 1-2, 2009

	Lesson Title/Topic Areas:  Cell Concept Map

	


Literacy Strategies Used: 

(Please discuss what literacy strategies you embedded in this lesson. What were your goals in using these strategies? Be specific and use as much detail as possible.)

Using concept mapping allows me to see the depth of understanding the students have on the topic of cells.  The student is able to show which words are related and explain how they are connected.

Student Response to the Lesson:

(Was the strategy effective? Were students able to read/write as needed in this lesson? What attitudes were displayed? How did specific

 students and/or the class do? How did the literacy strategy aid in developing student understanding of the topic?  Cite specific evidence from the samples of student work)

Yes, I feel this strategy was effective because all the students completed the lesson and it allowed me to see their thinking.  When we first started concept maps, students were worried about their layout being correct.  By emphasizing their wording on the linking lines helps them feel who ever looks at the map will truly understand their connection of the words.  This ownership was a valuable piece in this lesson.  Comparing a variety of student work samples, there was some variety of layout, but the connections were very similar.

Lesson Reflection:

(What worked well with this lesson?  What challenges did you encounter in this lesson?  Would you change certain aspects of the lesson or the questions that you asked? How does this influence future lesson planning?)

I really like using this tool as an informal assessment of the students’ understanding of a concept.  It allows me a way to find those students who need clarification or remediation and if it can’t be done through class discussion, then I can pair them up with a peer who does have the understanding and let that student explain the concept.  All involved benefit.

Relationship to Previous Instruction:

(Have you taught this lesson/topic prior to the LIMSST project?  If so, how did your teaching of this lesson differ from what you taught before?  How did students’ reactions to this lesson differ?)

Before the LIMSST project I had not used a concept map that I created.  They had always been ones from the textbook’s review section and were very much set as to how students needed to complete them.  I like allowing the students the freedom to choose their own form and show connections with their thoughts.  I think they are more engaged in the lesson and it is easier to see their misconceptions and/or lack of understanding.

