Lesson Plan Template
	Name:
	313

	
	Course:
	Life Science 
	
	Grade:
	7

	Unit:
	Cells

	Big Idea:
	All living things are made of cells.

	Subconcept:
	Cells are made of many parts, each with a specific function.

	Literacy Strategy(s):
	Quick write/post learning check

	Lesson:
	Cell Model 
	
	Date Taught:
	Dec. 3, 2009

	Learning Objective(s):

	
	 Students will be able to
	identify the parts of specialized plant and animal cells.

	
	Students will be able to
	

	Idaho Standards (or National Standards if no Idaho Standards exist):

	7S.3.3.2  Understand the cell is the basis of form and function for all living things.  Identify the parts of specialized plant and animal cells.


Detailed Description of Lesson:

Describe the sequence of activities in the lesson.  Include the instructions that students are given for activities.  Remember that these lessons will be shared with other teachers.  Please provide enough detail so that other teachers could replicate the lesson.

The quick write was the ending to a project the students had been working on for about three weeks.  We began with reading about cells and watching video.  Then we went to vocabulary and made a model of cells.  After they completed their models, they did the short writing. 

Handouts:

· Cell model planning sheet

· Quick-write directions

Student directions for the quick write were: 

· state how you thought you did on the cell model project

· tell something you learned about cells

· give advice for making future model projects (things to do for a good project/things not to do)
Reflection on vocabulary work for the cell project:

While studying cells students also worked on vocabulary.  On Nov. 19th I had them do a version of the Frayer model with VVWA so that it could be used as flash cards for reviewing or posted on the word wall.  I placed a number of vocabulary words dealing with cells into a can and had each student draw a vocabulary word.  Since there were more students than words, 3-4 students might get the same word.  Then each student used a piece of computer paper to write the word and its definition. (I asked them to write in their own words, but they really had a tendency to use the textbook wording.  I need to try some different ways to get them to better rephrase in their own language.)  On a second page they were to draw a visual representation of their word.  

Students loved this work, allowing them to be creative.  They enjoy having their work displayed on the wall.  There is great class discussion on whose example would be best to display (what makes students interested in looking at a poster on the wall).  The word/definition page can be folded in half for students to practice with like flash cards in studying for a test or quiz.  The whole set can be placed in a binder for future reference.  

As you can see from the examples that follow, it is a very versatile tool that can be easily created by all levels of students and shows that each student has an understanding of the word.
LIMSST Project Literacy Lesson Reflection Form
	Name:
	313
	
	Date lesson was taught:
	Dec. 3, 2009

	Lesson Title/Topic Areas:  Cell Model  

	


Literacy Strategies Used: 

(Please discuss what literacy strategies you embedded in this lesson. What were your goals in using these strategies? Be specific and use as much detail as possible.)

I used a quick write as an ending to their cell model project.  I wanted them to reflect some on what they had learned about cells, about completing a project and how they could possibly do a better job in some future project.  (I didn’t really know how to do a lesson plan write-up on this but to help the students with vocabulary I had them do my version of a Frayer model, VVWA, word wall/flash cards.  I wanted the pages to be very versatile, so I did this combination piece that is also attached.)

Student Response to the Lesson:

(Was the strategy effective? Were students able to read/write as needed in this lesson? What attitudes were displayed? How did specific

 students and/or the class do? How did the literacy strategy aid in developing student understanding of the topic?  Cite specific evidence from the samples of student work)

I really liked using the quick write strategy.  The students were very engaged.  They listened well, worked quickly and were very thoughtful in their writing/typing.  I had many comments from other staff members on how quiet and intent the students were in their work in the computer lab.

Lesson Reflection:

(What worked well with this lesson?  What challenges did you encounter in this lesson?  Would you change certain aspects of the lesson or the questions that you asked? How does this influence future lesson planning?)

Incorporating technology by using the digital cameras and desktop publishing techniques really engages the students.  A major challenge is timing everything so students have access to computers.  It was difficult to teach the technology aspects and have enough time for the writing that the students wanted to do in just one class period.  The next time I do this, I will schedule at least 2 class periods.
Relationship to Previous Instruction:

(Have you taught this lesson/topic prior to the LIMSST project?  If so, how did your teaching of this lesson differ from what you taught before?  How did students’ reactions to this lesson differ?)

After many project type lessons, I have wanted to see the students’ reflections on their projects, but struggled with an appropriate way to do that.  Asking them to “write” a paper was a real turn-off for many students, but just having them fill out a self evaluation/reflection rubric didn’t seem to give as much meaningful thought as I wanted.  Using a form of quick write allowed me to get a better understanding of the students’ feelings on the project.
