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“Finally a book that shows the general reader how mathematics can explain the
natural phenomena that we continuously encounter but rarely understand. John
Adam answers questions about nature’s secrets—many of which we haven’t even
thought to ask. This is a delightful book.”

—Alfred S. Posamentier, coauthor of The Fabulous Fibonacci Numbers

“John Adam’s A Mathematical Nature Walk is a true gem of popular scientific

writing. He adroitly does what all good science writers should do: he inspires

readers first to observe and then to analyze the world outside their windows?”
—Raymond Lee, author of The Rainbow Bridge

“With a mathematician's eye and a playful wit, John Adam takes a walk through
the woods and returns with stories aplenty! His narratives are about nature and
how things work, about looking analytically at the world around us, and about
the art of creating mathematical models. For anyone with a mathematical bent
who has ever asked ‘what is that?’ this book will provide an interesting read and
a valuable resource.”

—Kenneth G. Libbrecht, author of The Snowflake: Winter’s Secret Beauty

“Do not miss this memorable walk with John Adam, filled with delightful sur-
prises that bring together nature, mathematics, and the infectious pleasure of
thought, culminating in a special kind of wonder”

—Peter Pesic, author of Sky in a Bottle

“For generations, field guides to plants and animals have sharpened the pleasure
of seeing by opening our minds to understanding. Now John Adam has filled a
gap in that venerable genre with his painstaking but simple mathematical de-
scriptions of familiar physical phenomena. This is nothing less than a math-
ematical field guide to inanimate nature””

—Hans Christian von Baeyer, author of

Information: The New Language of Science
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JOHN A. ADAM is professor of math-
ematics at Old Dominion University. He is

the coauthor of Guesstimation: Solving the
World’s Problems on the Back of a Cocktail
Napkin and the author of Mathematics in
Nature (both Princeton).
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