Strategies for Writing about Art   (from Silverman and Rader and Kidwell, Velie)
Getting started: 
Consider a particular piece and test your first reactions, both intellectually and emotionally.  Instead of trying to figure out what the painting “means,” try to pay attention to what the painting or photo “evokes.”  What sort of reaction or response does the piece elicit?
· Mood or tone? 

· Does the painting or its colors create any particular emotion?

· Would you consider the piece “beautiful?”  Either conventionally or does it challenge typical ideas of beauty?

· Can you apply particular Native aesthetics to the piece?  What class themes best speak to the work?

· Consider colors, shapes, scale, and tone.  Are these elements demonstrative of symbol or association?
· You can explicate a piece of art in much the same way that you explicate a poem or piece of literature—part by part, bit by bit, “line by line.” Take care in examining every element of the picture, photograph, or sculpture and take notes in what the different elements invoke.
Additional Elements to Consider:  
· Does the piece have a strong sense of line? 
· What medium or technique is the artist using?  Collage, oil paint, clay?  For instance, Jaune Quick-to-See Smith assembles journalism articles about violence towards American Indians, sports mascots from teams whose mascots are Indians, and stereotypes of “natives” such as toy tomahawks and moccasins to make comments on contemporary Indian life.  
· Does the piece have a developed sense of composition?  
· Are the colors similar in shade (monochromatic) or vivid?  For instance, the Kiowa Five School of Painting is characterized as ‘flat style,’ consisting of two-dimensional pictures with opaque colors, clear outlines, sinuous curves, and an emphasis on line.  
· Look for symmetry; the use of solid form; sense of design (related to composition), symmetry and repetition suggest recurring patterns and you can find multiple interpretations.
Worksheet for Writing:
· What, if any, are the major themes of the work?  What is the artist  

      trying to suggest?

· What techniques does the artist use to get his or her message across?  

     Why these techniques?

· What are we to make of the figures/characters in the painting or 

      photograph or sculpture?

· Where does the piece take place?  When is it set?

· What are the main conflicts, if any, of the piece?  What issues are at stake?

· What kinds of issues of identity is the artist working on in the piece?

· Is there tension between the self and society in the piece?  How?  Why?
· What is the agenda of the artist?  Why does she or he want me to think a certain way?

· Did you like this artwork?  Why or why not?

· Is there an emotional power in the piece?  How does the artist convey it?  Through color?  Form?  Image?

· Again, and if or when in doubt, consider the piece in relation to our class themes and apply them to the work.
