
















Case Study: São Paulo
Urban Biodiversity in Brazil



São Paulo: Urban Occupation of the 
Atlantic Forest

● São Paulo, the capital of the State of 
São Paulo, is located in the 
Southeast Region of Brazil.

●  It has an area of 1,525 km² and an 
estimated population of 11,016,703 
inhabitants.

● Atlantic Forest has high biodiversity, 
with high endemism with more than 
2,300 vertebrate species.

● Brazil itself has 8 thousand endemic 
species.

● 48% of Sao Paulo territory is lacking 
any plant cover today.

● 21% of city is covered by dense 
forests.

● Central neighborhoods suffer heat 
island effects.



Conservation and Recuperation
● Implementation of 36 Linear 

Parks totaling 856.5 hectares.
● Aimed at conserving and 

recovering water courses and 
their respective banks.

● Major piece is cataloging 
species:
○ 1,909 species of flora

■ 1788 angiospems
■ 30 gymnosperms
■ 70 Pteridophyta
■ 19 bryophytes
■ 3 lichens

○ Fauna species
■ 285 birds, 58 

mammals, 37 reptiles, 
40 amphibians, 9 fish



The Plan
● City had rapid growth, most being 

unorderly and unplanned.
● Many species experienced isolation with 

occupied areas.
● Brazil had a wild animal exportation of 

around 38 million animals, receiving $2 
billion profit.

● Master Plan:
○ 2 Macro-Zones

■ Environmental Protection Zone
■ Urban Infrastructure & 

Qualification Zone.
○ Animals are kept tagged and 

observed in order to ensure 
survivability.

Source: http://www.cbd.int/authorities/casestudy/saopaulo.shtml



Case Study: Montréal, 
Canada
Managing Ecology on an Island



Montreal: Ecology Minded
● Located in the province of Québec 

(Canada), Montréal is an island 
with 315 km of shorelines.

● The riverbanks of the Island of 
Montréal, of several islands within 
its territory and of interior streams 
are areas of great interest in terms 
of action to preserve biodiversity.

● The city hosts 2,100 green spaces, 
which cover 6,500 hectares or 13 
% of the territory.

● Montréal has a network of 22 large 
parks of which twelve or so are 
nature parks. These are large 
parks preserved in their natural 
state.

● The ecological management of 
nature environments in urban 
parks enables us to preserve 
urban biodiversity, and one 
measure is to identify and destroy 
invasive species.

http://www.aaha.ch/sections/montreal.jpg



Montreal: Nature and Community
● Mount Royal Park, which is part of this 

network, covers more than 200 hectares.
● It is part of an innovative conservation 

project which involves biomass 
management and the creation of an 
ecological network.

● This network includes "biodiversity 
cores", "buffer zones" and "ecological 
corridors", which create links with the 
various conservation areas. 

● Montréal is among the cities with the 
greatest number of community gardens.

●  It is estimated that 10,000 households 
take advantage of this activity, enjoying 
contact with plants and soil.

●  It is estimated that 10,000 households 
take advantage of this activity, enjoying 
contact with plants and soil and promotes 
social integration, recreation and food 
safety.

Source: http://www.cbd.int/authorities/casestudies/Montreal.shtml
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