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Lesson 3

Exploring Problem Solving
Develop prompts similar to DMA as a group project
Idaho standards --Most

Lead into this activity by giving practice DMA questions weekly
for two months.

Intro—Read a question from past DMA prompt—Discuss what the
prompt is asking. Let students work in a group of 3 or 4 to decide
various ways to answer the question correctly.

Come together as a large group and discuss the most reasonable
solutions. Analyze the differences of various prompts using the
overhead.

Explain the importance of the DMA and tell them that they are
needed to develop a prompt using the basic skills of add, subtract,
multiply, divide, and a fraction question. |

Divide the class into groups of 3 or 4 and pass out the group
guidelines. Go over rules and expectations. Give them the scoring
rubric. Each student must have his’her own copy of the group’s

- questions even though they are developing them as a group.
Students are given 6 class periods to complete the activity.

Make copies of the various prompts and exchange with groups to
solve. Discuss as a large group how the prompts are written,
stressing clarity and use of operations. Give one class period for
the students to solve together and make suggestions to improve the
questions. The next day have the students score the tests that were
taken from their group.



As a whole group discuss the importance of writing clear,
meaningful questions, and not making them too involved. Have
students rewrite their questions making any changes that will make
the questions easier to read.

Have students score each other on the amount of work the other
people in their group has done.
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(Please discuss what literacy strategics you embedded in this lesson. What were your goals in using these strategics?)
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Student Response to the Lesson: -
{Was the strategy effective? Were students able to read/write as needed in this icsson? What attitudes were displayed? How did specific

students and/or the class do? How did the literacy strategy aid in developing student undesstanding of the fopic? Cite specific evidence from the
samples of student work)
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Lesson Reflection:

(What worked well with this lesson? What challenges did you encounter in this lesson? Would you change certain aspects of the fesson or the
questions that you asked? How does this influence future fesson planning?)

“The stwdents en f’aymf e g e Frows pro Lo £ cFferen t f(ajm e
. :"W, " i a, N / ;« j;gfy {3 \ﬁi‘&f éf{i(f /Jﬂf

vesica ,5,7’2}11;"1 m""‘f"'f’&‘ 76{4“8 Stitilal @"‘_ﬁ"'z " Jz/ Cvigsy peo ey e

want o Dok coith Fheir g rewps, et Fhey EnXss o e Al

drompts om Hhelr swn Fhal were wetunlly prefly good - T Ak
e ' . ? p ; ;

C ; s s Fhe raiie ‘”Sff? w28 CURS x:?f;fzr{/ AFrest
o if dopends 21 The M/% s Jesson is Tanght
f%fvmna/:{“/;"f s, The éﬁ‘/"? NJ‘ - ,é;/ gif e ﬁ;a;jfﬁfCS‘
A s Sor Fhre. FAree Clesses 1727 il

‘ ‘fﬁ? {itcriped AT fi&’rff Vidia e f’)ﬂfﬁf’ff?’%’ SRS TrEn

2 ' CFie LT WL LAy C i Geyt, (GInEE AseS LUl Ef et ef %Wf WL e
Relationship to Previous Instruction:

{Have you taught this lesson/topic prior to the LIMSST praject? I so, how did your teaching of this lesson differ from what you taught before?
How did students’ reactions to this lesson differ?)
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