Subconcept 3

Lesson Plan 1 Diseases and Medical Conditions 

Course: Human Biology 

Grade Level: 11 & 12
Unit:  Microscopic World

Literacy Strategies Used:

1) Reciprocal Teaching. Students will prepare a WORDLE multi-media presentation, a Voice Thread, on topics highlighting selected Diseases and Medical Conditions.

Lesson Description: What is a Voice Thread and how can it be used to describe selected topics of Diseases and Medical Conditions?
Date Taught: Spring Quarter 2010
Learning Objective(s):

Students will be able to describe a pre-selected Disease or Medical Condition.
Students will be able to take notes from provided materials and Internet sites and incorporate them into the WORDLE program to produce a Voice Thread.
Students will be able to present a WORDLE Voice Thread presentation.
Idaho Science Standards: 651.01 a, b; 652.02 b, 640.01 a,b,c,d,e
1) Understand the individual behavior of organisms and their interactions in populations and communities as influenced by physiological and environmental factors.
2) Understand that interpersonal relation-ships are important in scientific endeavors.
3) Understand Technical Communication.
Literacy Strategies Used: Reciprocal Teaching via a WORDLE Voice Thread presentation was the strategy used. Using this procedure affords me the opportunity to facilitate a wide range of student abilities while engaged in a high interest activity. My goal was to engage a group of students that were not familiar with the WORDLE computer program. 

Handouts: A topic slide checklist and a collection of potential diseases and medical conditions to be presented.
Student Work: Copies of student work will be sent electronically or delivered in person at the Spring Workshop.

Student Response to the Lesson: I believe the strategy was effective. This was a non-target class of students that are enrolled in an advanced Biology class. All students completed the assignment.  Most of these students have average to advanced computer skills but none of the students had any experience with this computer program. Most students enjoyed this format and thought that they would use it in other presentations in other classes. All students presented.
Lesson Reflection: I kept this assignment very structured. Students prepared a Voice Thread using the WORDLE computer program. I gave students a checklist of topics to be covered in their presentations. For example, they were to find and present the following: Images of the Disease or Medical Condition manifestations; a description of causes, treatments and cures; descriptions of current and future technology.

 The additional structure worked well. The challenges included but were not limited to a general lack of familiarity with the WORDLE computer program. I like this format because it is easier to determine if students are on task. They also take ownership in the topics because they selected them.

Relationship to Previous Instruction: We covered the systems of the human body where these diseases and medical conditions occurred. I hope to include this activity to my target class lesson plans next year during my unit on Microbiology and Microbes.

