Lesson Plan Template
Name___207_____
Course:  math_______________
Grade:  6________
Unit:  Fractions & Decimal Concepts 

Big Idea:  Fraction and decimal concepts.___________________________________
Subconcept:  Convert between fractions, mixed numbers, and decimals.
Literacy Strategy(s):  Learning journal, concentration game ____________________________

Lesson:  4.1_____________________________

Date Taught:  10-6-08_________

Learning Objective(s):

· Students will be able to create equivalent fractions 
· Students will be able to ___________________________________________________

Idaho Standards (or National Standards if no Idaho Standards exist):  Standard 1: Number and Operation Objective 2___________________________________________

Detailed Description of Lesson:

Describe the sequence of activities in the lesson.  Include the instructions that students are given for activities.  Remember that these lessons will be shared with other teachers.  Please provide enough detail so that other teachers could replicate the lesson.

· In learning journal (use p.132 in Teaching Reading in Mathematics book) solve two fraction problems by writing two equivalent fractions for each example.  The students are required to explain what they did and why.  (The fractions were 7/21, 5/8)

· Discuss what you did and why with a partner.  (Pair share strategy in Teaching Reading in Mathematics book p. 114)

· Discuss as whole group.
· Expand the concept to include converting mixed numbers.
· Practice making equivalent fractions.
      -     Play concentration game (p. 89 in Teaching Reading in Mathematics book) to reinforce the concept of the relationship between fractions. 

Handouts:

Include any handouts that students were given. See additional pages.

LIMSST Project Literacy Lesson Reflection Form
Name:  207________


Date lesson was taught:  _10-6-08_____
Lesson Title/Topic Areas: 

Literacy Strategies Used: 

(Please discuss what literacy strategies you embedded in this lesson. What were your goals in using these strategies?)


Student Response to the Lesson:

(Was the strategy effective? Were students able to read/write as needed in this lesson? What attitudes were displayed? How did specific

 students and/or the class do? How did the literacy strategy aid in developing student understanding of the topic?  Cite specific evidence from the samples of student work)


Lesson Reflection:

(What worked well with this lesson?  What challenges did you encounter in this lesson?  Would you change certain aspects of the lesson or the questions that you asked? How does this influence future lesson planning?)


Relationship to Previous Instruction:

(Have you taught this lesson/topic prior to the LIMSST project?  If so, how did your teaching of this lesson differ from what you taught before?  How did students’ reactions to this lesson differ?)


Relate Fractions





I used the learning journal before they did the activity as I wanted to know what they knew and what misconceptions existed before they activity began.  I also had the students write in their journals after doing the activity so they could consolidate their understanding and reflect on the new learning.  I used pair/share so the students could discuss their understanding or confusions with another person.  Finally I had the students pair up and play concentration to continue to solidify their understandings of creating equivalent fractions.





The students did a good job on their journals.   They wrote more information then they had in the past.  They remembered equivalent fractions better than I thought they might.  They did most of the discussion with little input on my part. First we defined equivalent, then one student provided one method to identify locate the simplest form for a fraction (using the prime factors, and reducing the combinations that equal one).  After that was stated another student contributed that one could then multiply by two or three, etc. to find equivalent fractions.  Then they all went to work on their math assignment.  They were looking forward to playing the concentration game.  However, they had to wait until the afternoon when we had free time to play the game.  It was more of an eye opener for the students because they thought had it mastered. I really think it assisted them in becoming more competent with equivalent fractions.  They are looking forward to playing the game again soon.  





I am not sure that I would change anything with this lesson.  The journals went better perhaps because I went through my expectations and modeled how to complete a journal using a fifth grade example.  I also decided to assign points to journal.  These are completion points which will give students extra points for their math grades.  I was surprised by how much the students were willing to do in order to play a game.  I am thinking I should create more games.  My biggest challenge is the number of the students I have to play each game.  Today I had two students absent which  only left me with three students in my target class.  However, by waiting until the afternoon to play the game, I gained one more student so I had two groups for the concentration game.  All four students enjoyed playing the game. 





 I have not used the concentration game to have the students practice identifying equivalent fractions.   I have always done direct instruction and guided practice with my students.  Then the students went into the independent practice section of the problem.  The students were more excited about doing the math lesson then in the past. 








