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Strategy:  Writing-to-learn (aka Learning Logs and Journals)
Type: Writing

Text Reference:  Learning Log (Teaching Reading in Science, p. 114-116; Teaching Reading in Mathematics, p. 132-133).

Purpose: Writing-to-Learn helps students personalize learning so that they can better understand course work and retain what they have learned. It encourages higher –level thinking. Writing-to-learn activities can be used to explore ideas and concepts being considered in class and to promote reflection about one’s learning.  

Description: 

Learning Logs focus on content covered in class. They are a collection of writing activities intended to engage students more deeply in thinking about concepts or relationships or  in formulating descriptions or explanations of what has been learned (Barton & Heidema, 2002; Billmeyer & Barton, 1998; Roe, Stoodt, & Burns, 2001).

Journals are write-to-learn tools that may be used as learning logs but may also include personal experiences or feelings that connect to the topic at hand or are quite separate from the intended math learning topics (Gunning, 2004). They may contain a record of thoughts and feelings that related to what is being learned. They allow students to interact informally with information as they explore or clarify their ideas (Vacca & Vacca, 2005).

When to Use: 

Writing-to-learn can be used as a prereading, during reading, and after reading activity and may be combined with other literacy strategies and may take a variety of forms (Billmeyer & Barton, 1998; Gunning, 2004; Roe, Stoodt, & Burns, 2001; Vacca & Vacca, 2005). A commonly used form in math class is writing a detailed explanation of one’s process in solving a problem (Kenney, Hancewicz, Heuer, Metsisto, & Tuttle, 2005).

How to Use: 


The specifics of how to use writing-to-learn activities will depend upon the specific strategy being utilized.  However, in general you should:

1. Assign the topic.

2. Allow students “think time” to consider their response.

3. Give students time to write about the topic.

4. Encourage students to share their writing with other students in pairs or small groups.

5. Encourage students to reread their entries at a later date and reflect on how their ideas have changed.

Additional Resources:

