Homework 1

Biogeography, Spring 2014
Due Friday, January 31, 2014
Your name: ___________________________________________________

Please answer the following questions in a different font (like this) to help me find your answers.  Turn in a print out of your homework.  You may work in a group, but your answers and your words must be your own.  List all sources of information other than the MacDonald text (I will take off points otherwise).  Do not plagiarize.
1.  (5 points) During the semester, I’ll ask you to compare two locations with respect to their biogeography.  You may want to bookmark or write down sources of information as you come across them for future use.

Resources of interest:  Google Maps; Google Earth; worldatlas.com; library atlas
a.  Use your hometown as one.  Write down the place, including name of city, state/province, and country, as well as latitude/longitude in degrees-minutes-seconds.  List your sources of information.

b.  For comparison, you will also investigate characteristics of another location.  Choose somewhere you’ve visited, want to visit, have contacts, or know something about (make it fun).  Choose places with large contrasts in climate, latitude, etc., compared with your hometown.  They should at least be on another continent.  List the same information as for your hometown; list a nearby place name (e.g., a national park) if there is no nearby city. List your sources of information. (Note that your location should be significantly different from any other student’s).

2. Location comparisons.  Using the above two locations, answer the following questions:

a.  Elevation (3 points)

i.  What is the elevation of your hometown (feet)?  Your other location (“Location #2”)?  Last reminder:  List your sources [for instance, Google Earth].
Hometown:

Location #2:

ii.  Convert your elevations to meters. [google, www.convert-me.com]
Hometown:

Location #2:

b.  Climate (2 points)

i.  What are the Köppen climates at your locations? [http://www.fao.org/WAICENT/FAOINFO/SUSTDEV/EIdirect/climate/EIsp0054.htm; MacDonald text]
Hometown:

Location #2:

3. On a clear day, walk to the top of the hill where the silver UI water tower is above campus; stop where you have a view of Moscow and the surrounding mountains.  Answer the below questions.  We will revisit these questions later in the semester.  For now, do your best—guess if you have to—and you’ll only be graded on your effort.  I want to start you thinking critically about the biogeographic world we live in.  

a. (3 points) Describe which of the following major vegetation types you see and where you see them:  deciduous forest, evergreen (coniferous) forest; croplands, grasslands, shrublands, other. 

b.  (3 points) Why is the vegetation where it is?  List some controlling factors, considering both natural and “anthropogenic” (of human origin), for each vegetation type.

c.  (3 points) Moscow is at the border of the Palouse Prairie to the west and the Rocky Mountains to the east.  What are the major causes of this east-west pattern in vegetation type? 

